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ISYNOPSIS]

The hOusing system in postwar」 apan has consistentけ dr市en the grOwth Of

the owner‐ occupied housing sectOt where many people have followed a

conventional life‐ course in terms of ascending the housing ladder to、 vards

hOme Owiership. Since the 1990s, howevet a more insecure economy

combined、 vith the reorientation Of hOusing and sOcial policies has led tO

divergence in young people's housing pathways.There has been a notable

increase in young adults、 vho live in their parents'homes for longer periOds

while young independent househOlds have fOund it difttcult tO secure

adequate, affordable rental hOusing. WIany households have delayed

entering the o、vner‐occupied housing markct and increasing numbers of

single‐ person households in particular have tended to remain in the rented

housing sector.An apparent decline in the cycle、 vhere matty people have

successively follo、 ved cOnventional housing paths has ll■ eant ne、v challenges

to the traditiona1 0rgani2atiOn Of the housing ladder system.This article

exp10res young peoplё 's shifting housing opportunities in 」apan with a

particular fOcus On the differentiation of hOusing trttectOries between

`parental home dwellers', lsingle people' and `falnily― formers'. ルIany

family‐ formers have climbed up the hOusing ladder tOwards hOme

ownershゎ  rё latiャ ely smoothly but they have been On the dё crease.

Increasing numbers of parental home d、 vellers and single people have been

living outside the hOusing ladder system. Elllpirical evidence illustrating

this differentiation、 vas obtaincd by re‐ calculating the lnicro‐ dita fl・ Olln the

Housing and Land Surveゝ the National Survey of Fal■ ily lncOme and

Expenditure,and the Population Census as、 vell as various other statistics.


