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[SYNOPSIS]

Since the late 1990s large cities in Japan have expericnced a demographic shill from decline to

grolvth in urban core areas.  This study exalllines the impact of urban population resurgence on

local conlinunities froln t、 vo perspectives.  First,by analyzing offlcial documents and intervie、 ving

local offlcials and related organizations, it reveals the changes in urban planning, urban

redevelopment and community―based organizations in urban core areas.  These interviews were

conducted in Sapporo,Fukuoka city and Nagoya.  Second,focusing on central Sapporo and central

Fukuoka,questionnaire surveys、 vere carried out to cxplore the proflles and social relationships of

new condolniniunl residents who lnake up the brunt of urban resurgence.

According to census data,the central wards in an threc cases are regaining population since the

late 1990s after years of population loss.  Howcvet the surrounding conditions in the threc cities

vary considerably. Different fronl the other two cities, Nagoya has experienced urban population

resurgence,inner area decline and suburban gro、 vth silnultaneouslン ちgiving rise to a more complex

situation.

The response of local governments to urban resurgence has been lilnited to the reall■ of urban

planning.  The local governments ofNagoya and Sapporo started to cope、 vith urban resurgence by

t〔lcing ne、 v directions of urban planning in order to consolidate urban functions. Without direct

measures to reorganize local communities, community― based organizations in central 、vards are

struggling in the fhce ofilnmediate population gro、 vth.

The survey data reveals that ne、 v condolniniunl residents in central Sapporo lnigrated largely from

peripheral wards,in contrast to the maOrity in central Fukuoka,who moved within a central ward.

AInong the new condonlinium residents incomes are higher than average and households 、vith

children are predominant.Afflliation rates with community based organizations are low.The fact

that some residents are not joining bccausc of insufflcient infollllation,shows the importance of

public relations.FurthclHlore,the data shows that the follll of social relationships in condonliniums

and in local neighbourhoods varics according to age,houschold composition and home o、 vnership.


