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ISYNOPS IS]

In 0tsuchi'[orvn, Iwatc Prcfecturc, which rvas tlte area affectcd by the

Great llast Japarr Earthquake, there are 1286 victj'ms, inc'luding dead and

missing people. ln erddition, 40 0tsuchi Townl offir:ia1s deceased. In nrder

to prevelt c.asualties in a rnajor disaster, it is importaut to clarify the

following points. F'irst1y, what kind of people rvere the vic:tlms of tlie disaster.

Secondly, in ghat situatiop people became visct j.tns. Thi s re.^e:rrch

rcpor telucidzrLes Lher life l.ri-^Lory of 40 viclins and de-^cribes in whzlt kind

of situations they experiencecl the disaster. In order to remember the deceased,

it is necessary to record their life histories, episodes and dialogues betu'een

the deceasecl and the bereaved. Furthermore, it is importatlt understatrd the

circumstances of each person who became a victirn and what kind of action could

havc bccn taken to avoid thc dcath. Bcrcavcd familics and rclativcs
memorialize the deceased. In doing so, dialogue and understanding of the death

situation of the deceased is essential. In this paper, the situations of tlte

bereaved family and the dead are classified into four categories. They are:

" death in a fami ly", " d,eath in a commun ity" , " single (sol itary?) death", and

"death in an organization. " In the case of death in a family and in a community,

Lhe beleaved usually can geI inforrned oI the cilcutnsLnttces of Lhe death.

However, if someone dies a1one, there is no way to find out itr what situation

he/she clied. In the case of cleath in an organisation, tlre organisation t'reeds

to initiate an investigation to help the bereaved understand how their family

member ciied. People in rarious positions have been making efforts to tackle

this important tash in 0tsuchi Town, and they still are.. Ten years have passed

since the disaster occurred, and this repo1.t sheds lieht on "death iu an

organi zation" .


