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A Study on Female Preferences in Rental Housing and
Their Impact on Rental Prices

Ch. Tsuchiya Yasuki (University of Toyama)
Mem. Takano Shina (University of Toyama)

[SYNOPSIS]
This study examines whether housing preferences—particularly r
egarding desired features and amenities—vary based on gender
and the presence of children, using data from a web-based surv
ey. Households with children generally have stricter requirement
s, limiting their rental options. Significant differences were foun
d in preferences for features such as independent washbasins, s
ecurity equipment (e.g., video intercoms, auto-lock doors, securi
ty glass, cameras), floor level, and parking. Women, regardless
of parental status, placed high importance on security.
To assess how these varying preferences affect rent, a hedonic
pricing model was developed. The results showed that properties
meeting the needs of women and households with children wer
e not only scarce but also had rent prices that were tens of per
cent higher. Even after controlling for location and age of build
ings, the presence of preferred features increased rent by 5-1
0%, indicating a considerable financial burden.
Given the government’s goal of ensuring quality housing that su
pports childrearing, these results suggest the need for financial
assistance and consideration of such features in public housing
renovation. These insights can help shape more inclusive housin
g policies.
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