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A STUDY ON CHANGES IN YOUTH GATHERING SPACES
CAUSED BY LARGE-SCALE URBAN REDEVELOPMENT PROJECTS

Ch. Mihoko Matsuyuki

(Professor, Institute of Urban Innovation, Yokohama National University)

[SYNOPSIS]

This study aimed to examine the impact of large-scale urban redevelopment on youth
gathering spaces in central Tokyo. Since the enactment of the Urban Renaissance Special
Measures Law in the 2000s, redevelopment projects have been promoted in Tokyo’s 23
wards, particularly in areas like Shibuya, Shinjuku, and lkebukuro. While such
developments are expected to enhance urban vibrancy and infrastructure, concerns have
been raised that the gentrification of commercial areas and the loss of alleyways may
marginalize economically vulnerable youth.

Using Mobile Spatial Statistics based on NTT DOCOMO’s mobile phone location data,
this study analyzed changes in the youth population (late teens to twenties) across
Tokyo’s 23 wards from 2013 to 2023, using 500-meter grid units. The analysis identified
26 grids where the youth population increased by over 1,000 and 6 grids where it
decreased by over 300, and examined their relationship to the presence and timing of
redevelopment.

Results showed that in areas like Shibuya, Shimokitazawa, Harajuku—Omotesando,
Yurakucho, and Ginza, vyouth gathering spaces expanded significantly after
redevelopment. For instance, in Shibuya, youth presence rose by about 3,000 compared
to 2013, coinciding with the opening of new redevelopment buildings. In contrast, in
Shinjuku and Ilkebukuro, youth numbers declined after 2019 despite ongoing
redevelopment. Meanwhile, areas like Asakusa and Shin-Okubo, which had not
undergone major redevelopment, still saw growth in youth gathering spaces—likely due
to unique cultural appeal and affordability.

These findings suggest that large-scale redevelopment does not uniformly influence
youth gathering spaces, and its effects vary depending on local context and the nature

of redevelopment. Such spaces can expand even without major physical transformation.
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