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[SYNOPSIS]

The current generation of retirees (post war baby-boomers) are a generation who have
been at the forefront of radical social, economic and political change. A rising tide of
affluent retirees, who may choose to permanently relocate to the rural settlement or to enjoy
both the city and the rural place by maintaining two homes, will cause profound
consequences for each society from the planning and provision of facilities, to the
understanding of the role and value of older people. The overall aims of the project are to
explore: 1) older people’s aspirations in social involvement; 2) the impacts of social
integration on the rural places to which older in-migrants are moving; 3) the implications of
retirement rural migration for local identity-building and place-making.

Conducting two case studies (one in Date City in Hokkaido, Japan and the other in
Northumberland in North East England, UK), the project examined the responses of
public/private/civic sectors to the challenges and opportunities resulting from the increasing
mobility of older people.

In both countries, there is an increasing gap between the needs of older people and the
provision of care services by the public sector. To fill the gap, Japan is encouraging the
private sector’s investment in creating a “care support industry”, while the UK expects the
voluntary sector to expand their role in care service provision. In both cases, it is
considered important to open up various channels through which older people can get
involved to ensure that their voices are adequately heard when services are being planned
and introduced as well as in the delivery of the services themselves. Older people’s views
must be given more respect and outlets are required for such views to be expressed. Such
actions can benefit society as a whole, and older individuals themselves.



