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[SYNOPSIS]

This study addresses the problem of adolescent socialization environment
from a comparative point of view. Based on conceptual or theoretical
frameworks of today’s sociology: network theory/ social capital theory/ and
also theories in the field of sociology of adolescence, we examine the feature
of adolescent socialization network in metropolitan area, both in Tokyo and
Seoul.

Data used for this study were collected in 2007 and 2009. Beside a couple
of quantitative data of questionnaire survey in 2009, as qualitative data, we
interviewed high-school students; from 14 to 17 years old, both female and
male in Tokyo metropolitan area. And we also conducted a group-interview
to sr. high-school students; 17 years old, one for female and another for male
students in Seoul.

Many researchers have discussed about family, school, media, and peer
relationships as main socializing agents, in this study we focused peer
relationships. And we asked interviewee to draw “a map of their peer
relationships”. These maps bring visual information about their
socialization networks, and also very suggestive of their socialization

environment.



