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[SYNOPSIS]

By considering socioeconomic, family and natural environments in Utsunomiya City, Tochigi
Prefecture, the objective of this study is to systematically examine childcare support system
including kindergartens, day care centers, and childcare plaza that are necessary for children’s
healthy development. Several studies were conducted as follows;

1) In order to identify the needs for child care support, we examined socioeconomic situations of the
residents in Utsunomiya City, statistical changes of households with children, birthrates, number of
preschools, and extended child¢are hours at preschools. 2) We investigated various childcare support
systems such as Family Support Centers, Childcare Support Centers and facilities that conduct
natural environmental education in Utsunomiya. 3) We visited progressive facilities including the
Child Book Hillside Museum in Nakagawa Town, Abe Kindergarten and the Family Education
Research Institute of Hitachi Foundation in Yokohama. Interviews were conducted to the curators
and the chief researcher. 4) We conducted interviews to the directors of 27 kindergartens and 21 day
care centers to examine recent changes in children and parents, and child-parent relationships. These
data were analyzed by focusing on the area and family structures to identify the community-based
childcare support systems. 5) We hosted a specialist’s lecture session entitled ‘“Natural
Environmental Education and Child Development” which was followed by a discussion session. A
summary on the effects of natural environment on child development was generated from these
sessions. 6) We described the importance of the specialists’ roles who work at preschools as well as
the role of college training. Based on these studies, we made suggestions about the role of the newly
founded School of Child Study in Utsunomiya Kyowa University to be opened in 2011. We also
considered the issues of university-community relationships, particularly with respect to the
possibility of students’ training in “The Children’s Forest” and “The Childcare Support Research

Center,” on-campus facilities which are scheduled to be opened.




