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[SYPNOSIS]

The purpose of this study is to document the communal life outside legal
marriage. Focusing on the common-law marriage and cohabitation, we try to
reveal how they share their daily lives and care for each other outside the
so-called standard family based on legal marriage and why they do so
outside “The Family”. Recently, it is often argued that the function that was
carried out by the family is being carried out outside the family consisting
of legally married couple and their biological children. So this study aims to
also describe the contemporary dimension of family life.

First, we reviewed the foreign literatures on cohabitation and examined
the process of historical construction of the common-law marriage in Japan.
Then, we interviewed 18 people who were or had been involved with the
common-law marriage or cohabitation in Japanese society. The results
illuminate the aspects of the common-law marriage and cohabitation that

existing Japanese studies have rarely focused on.



