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Recently the Japanese society needs a number of childcare facilities with high
quality of good nursing and education as soon as possible. The purpose of this study
i1s to provide basic planning methods of each childcare facility according to the
educational policy of each childcare facility. The Japanese government establishes
three basic educational policies for children: “A Guideline for Daycare Center for
Children”; “An Educational Guideline for Kindergarten”; and “The National
Curriculum Standards for Kodomo-en’. On the basis of these three policies, each
childcare center adopts other educational methods. This research particularly
focuses on two educational methods: “The Montessori method” and “Hungarian
Childcare Practice Theory”. Referring to a number of documents and conducting
questionnaires and field surveys, this research figures out the environmental
characteristics required by these two educational methods. As a result, it is found
that there are many differences in creating spaces between the two educational
methods, such as eating, sleeping, and playing. Although these differences can be
coordinated by furniture and other equipment, other points should be planned when
designing facilities such as spatial size, zoning and flow planning. To know these
basic characteristics of the environment of each educational method should be

highly considered by nursery teachers and architects.



