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( synopsis ]

It is widely recognized that mothers with preschoolers in Japan feel isolated and
uneasy at child rearing. The government has implemented policies on family support in
the community.
However, there are quite few studies which examined the childcare support system that
connect young, middle-aged generation, and older people who support the family. This
study is to examine how we can explain the narrative of three generations involved in
child rearing and child rearing support by using the concept of Generativity.
We analyzed the data from interviews with six grandmothers of preschool
grandchildren, five staff of disabled people facility and seven older women who work
in a temporary childcare service operated by the senior citizens’ center.
In addition, we analyzed the data from 286 college students in the nursery school
teacher training course in order to clarify that their grandparents’ childcare support in
their early days affects the present relationships with their grandparents.
We found that (1) the grandmothers who help their daughters and their grandchildren
have some generative narrations to their next generation in trying to balance their work
and grandchildren raising, (2) the college students who had been taken care by their
grandparents were deeply satisfied with their intergenerational relationships, and that
has some influence on the students” career course, (3) Teachers of in the nursery school
teacher training course help the students in starting their career as a staff member of
family support facilities, (4) the older women working in a temporary childcare service
have acquired their generative creativity by childcare.

It is suggested by this study that the concept of Generativity is very important in

understanding a system for supporting family.




