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[SYNOPSIS]

This study focuses on Tataouine region in Southern Tunisia. This region was a pilot area for
“Tunisia Population Promotion Project” of JICA from 1993 to 1998. At the time of the
implementation of the project in the 1990s, the region had the highest fertility rate (4.1 in 1994)
in Tunisia.

However, the total fertility rate of Tataouine decreased during the past twenty years, reaching
demographic replacement level, At the same time, the region witnessed socioeconomic changes
notably since the 2011 Tunisia Revolution. Tunisia Revolution of 2011 was a call of youth for social
justice and dignity. Therefore, Tunisia, which is thought to be the only country succeeded in
democratization, needs to achieve fundamental reform of the welfare system in order to realize
democratic society and for political stability. In fact, the reforms of pension scheme, health
insurance, and subsidy system are currently going on. One of the nobelty of the current reform is
the decentralization and partnership with civil association.

This report summarizes some of the main results obtained by the study. First is about the state
of formal welfare in Tunisia, (1) in comparison with other Middle East and North Africa countries
(Chapter 1), followed by (2) the welfare system after the 2011 Revolution in Tunisia (Chapter 2),
and (3) child welfare which is a new trend (Chapter 3 and Appendix 1), and (4) survey of the civil
associations in Tataouine (Appendix 2).

Second is the demographic study of Tataouine region, with a focus on 2 villages using the
household survey done in 1996 and its follow-up survey in 2017. The interviews were conducted
to obtain qualitative information, and analyzed the fertility decline (Chapter 4). In doing so, focus
groups were conducted in the two villages (Appendix 3). Moreover, a survey by questionnaire was
conducted in the three districs in Tatacuine city for the comparative study of fertility behaviors of

rural and urban women (Appendix 4).



