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A Study on the Process of Party Formation of Community Residents

—TFocusing on the driving force of residents’ mutual imagination and care

Makino, Atsushi (Professor, Graduate School of Education, The University of
Tokyo)

Half a century has already passed since our society entered the ageing stage.
During this time, not only has the demographic structure changed to a declining
birthrate, aging population, and declining population, but there have also been
new structural changes in various areas of society that affect our lives. In particular,
a sense of trust has disappeared from society, independence has turned into
isolation, and people are becoming isolated and losing their bearings. This has
been exposed by the pandemic of the new coronavirus infection, and people's lives
have become even more unstahle.

All of these not only raises questions about the nature of conventional society,
especially market society, but also has a major impact on the way people
communicate. We are already living in an age where we are required to create a
different image of society from the conventional one, based on a new image of
humanity and a new theory of organization, and to implement it in society to
revolutionize it.

This activity is ensured by social education and lifelong learning, which are daily
practices of "learning" for people.

In this paper, I would like to analyze the nature of "learning” in this new society,
especially the process, based on the practice of workshops in the two field studies
I was involved in.

What I find through this study is that the intervention of workshops as a "form”
brought in by strangers creates a driving force in the residents to take charge of
the local community. This movement of party formation through interaction
between residents and strangers can be analyzed as an AAR (Anticipation-Action-
Reflection) cycle. It can also be seen as a counseling process through "words," a
process in which residents and strangers are mutually driven and continue to be

created as bearers of the local community.



