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This research study focuses on activities involving sustainability in early childhood
education in preschools and the environmental changes caused by the COVID-19 pandemic.
It clarifies the actual situation in preschools based on responses from 437 preschools
obtained through a questionnaire survey.

First, many preschools used commercially available items, while others used natural
materials or reused waste materials from preschools or homes. However, in most cases,
waste was disposed of as ‘general waste’, and few preschools set up a system to recycle the
waste within school premises. Answers were also divided on the topic of childcare as it
relates to the ethics of nature. While community activities were used as a place to
experience the seasons and for students to experience whole-body movements, such
activities were not employed enough for the community to explore, learn about hazards and
how to deal with them or to learn about the lives and connections of living creatures. In
addition, the following were identified as issues in the Corona Disaster Park: non-contact
handling, wearing masks and finding places to avoid crowds. Outside the preschool, another
issue was identified: ‘restricted areas were created in the area, the number of outdoor users
increased and the park’s activities were restricted.’

Based on the actual situation, the following three issues need to be addressed in the
future: 1) the creation of a system for collecting waste materials from companies and the
local community and for recycling waste from the park; and 2) the way in which children
can participate in discussions on nature ethics, 3) the use of local people, libraries and
museums, and the quality of information-sharing initiatives regarding the natural

environment in the local area.



