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[SYNOPSIS]

This study revealed how early childhood education and care (ECEC) practitioners
think about and contact local communities and resources so that young children
can experience and learn about living sustainable lives, which includes recycling and
connections to the natural environment and materials. In Japanese ECEC, making
use of local resources and cooperating with local communities have been
emphasized, and local areas have been used to supplement ECEC inside centers to
attain educational merits and supplement family care. In this study, we conducted
interviews by visiting eight ECEC centers that focus on children’s experiences
related to sustainability to reveal actual practices. Three main points were
identified. First, practitioners thought that children learn and gain skills that lead to
sustainability through actual and impressive experiences, and various resources
such as nature, food materials, tools, and local communities supported such
experiences. Second, the different educational values and local environments of
each center impacted children’s opportunities for direct experiences and the
engagement of their physical senses. Third, practitioners did not try to resolve
children’s questions or curiosities only within the centers. Thus, the children and
local communities were able to relate to each other. The ways in which
practitioners shared about the children with local people also seemed to be key.
Additionally, practitioners referred to pleasure that local people feel. In conclusion,
sustainability in ECEC can be realized as a wider concept than, for example,
recycling or each SDG, and it is important for children’s direct experiences to be
supported by local resources. ECEC practitioners need to be knowledgeable about
the situation in local areas, capture children’s physical senses, questions, and
curiosities in daily practices and use local resources to resolve them, and inform
local people of the children’s activities and learning. More research is needed to



